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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
participating from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. Easter Day is the most important day of the Church’s 
year when we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with joy and splendour, 
offering the hope of new life to all. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Wearing a face-covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Maintaining a 2m distance from others 
- Sanitise your hands 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in 

places marked with a green tick. 
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. The camera will only focus on those 
contributing to the service.  
 
There will be no collection plate passed around today, 
but please give generously to support St James. You can 

- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate 
provided on your way in or out of Church 

- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please 
speak to Rev Charles about this) 

- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 
(the QR code will take you to this page)  

- Make an electronic donation via bank 
transfer or standing order. 
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The Gathering 
 
We are invited to stand 
 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
 

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia.  
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia.  
 who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia.  
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia.  
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia. 
 unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia. 
 who endured the Cross and grave, Alleluia. 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia. 
 
3 But the pains that he endured, Alleluia. 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia. 
 now above the sky he's King, Alleluia. 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia. 
 
Surrexit Christus hodie  
Anonymous Latin, Lyra Davidica (1708), Compleat Psalmodist (1749 Arnold),  
Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
 

 
The Service of Light 
 
This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously from 
the dead, crushing the power of sin and destroying the sting of death. 
Throughout the world Christians celebrate the mighty power of God 
as Christ calls us out of darkness to share in his marvellous light. May 
we, and all Christ’s people, shine as lights in the world to the glory of 
God the Father. 
 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
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Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All: He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

1 Corinthians 5.7,8 

	  
We are invited to sit, as we share some quiet for reflection. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
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May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Isaiah 25:6-9 

 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, 
    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 
7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
    the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
    the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
8 he will swallow up death for ever. 
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
    for the LORD has spoken. 
9 It will be said on that day, 
    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
    This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Acts 10:34-43 
 
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  
 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music for Reflection – Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem 
 

1 Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, 
  your sweetest notes employ, 
 the paschal victory to hymn 
 in strains of holy joy. 
 
2 How Judah's Lion burst his chains, 
 and crushed the serpent's head; 
 and brought with him, from death's domains 
 the long-imprisoned dead. 
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3 Triumphant in his glory now 
 his sceptre ruleth all; 
 earth, heaven and hell before him bow 
 and at his footstool fall. 
 
4 While joyful thus his praise we sing, 
 his mercy we implore, 
 into his palace bright to bring 
 and keep us evermore. 
 
5 All glory to the Father be, 
 all glory to the Son, 
 all glory, Holy Ghost to thee, 
 while endless ages run. 
 Alleluia, Amen. 
  
Chorus novae Jerusalem  
Fulbert of Chartres (c.960-1028), John Mason Neale (1818-1866), Robert Campbell (1814-1868) 
 

Gospel Reading – John 20:1-18 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she 
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him.’ 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 
went towards the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they 
did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 
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11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look[a] into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body 
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said 
to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14 When she had 
said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom 
are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew,[b] ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers 
and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have 
seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

At the end  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
The Creed 

 
    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
The response to the prayers is: 
 
Risen Lord, in your mercy 
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
And, at the end: 
 
Merciful Father,  
All: accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

John 20.19, 20 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

Music for Reflection – Love’s redeeming work is 
done 

 
1 Love's redeeming work is done; 
 fought the fight, the battle won: 
 lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er! 
 lo, he sets in blood no more! 
 
2 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal! 
 Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
 death in vain forbids his rise; 
 Christ has opened Paradise. 
 
3 Lives again our glorious King; 
 Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
 Dying once, he all doth save; 
 where thy victory, O grave? 
 
4 Soar we now where Christ has led, 
 following our exalted Head; 
 made like him, like him we rise; 
 ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
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5 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
 Praise to thee by both be given: 
 thee we greet triumphant now; 
 hail, the Resurrection Thou! 
 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and on this day of our redemption 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
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All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
 
Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 
On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, 
heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
 
Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
All: Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 
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All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
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We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 
Current Church and Government regulations permit congregations to sing 
socially-distanced in Churchyards. We move to the Churchyard to celebrate 
the resurrection: 
 

Thine Be The Glory 
 

1 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son; 
 endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son:  
 Endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won.  
 
2 Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
 lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
 Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 
 for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
 Refrain  
 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, glorious prince of life! 
 Life is nought without thee; aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 
 Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
 Refrain  
 
 
 
Edmund L Budry (1854-1932), translated by Richard B Hoyle (1875-1939) 
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The Blessing 
 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All: Amen. 
 
 

The Dismissal 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Please leave Church one household at a time. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England ©2000 
Archbishops’ Council. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 


